
 Merseyside & District Branch 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 10th May 2016 

 

Welcome 

As apologies had been tendered for David Collins Chair of the Merseyside 

Branch Scott Ellis (Vice Chair) welcomed the delegates and gave a run down on 

what was going to happen at the AGM. 

 

 

Apologies for absence 

David Collins (Chair) and Neil Thomas, Dave Haddon, Joe Taylor, Peter Johnson.  

 

New Attendees 

Tom Wike Pearson Group, Tara Connolly Shred it, Terry Mcreith Touchstone, 

Danny Mcreith MOD, Jonathon Hall Block & Mesh. 

 

 

Minutes of 2015 AGM 

The minutes of the 2015 AGM were proposed and accepted by Peter Williams 

and seconded by Joanne Price. 

 



 

Treasurers Report 2015-16 

 

 

The formal Income and Expenditure Account for the financial year ending 31
st
 

March 2016 will appear shortly on the Merseyside Branch Website.  I have a 

copy here for anyone to see. 

 

Looking back at the April 2015 – 16 Budget 

The financial year for the Merseyside Branch opened with the un-spent balance 

from 2014/15 of £3,457.10.  To this IOSH Head Office added a grant of 

£10,650.42 to add to the previous year’s surplus totalling £14,107.52.  We thus 

started the year 2014/15 with the budget that we requested, marginally more 

than the previous year but well within forecast and actual expenditure. 

 

Expenditure during 2015/16 

During this last financial year we have spent £11,400.02 inclusive of VAT, 

almost entirely on paying for Branch meetings and included expenditure on the 

continuing saga of Peter Scott and the 2015 Tri-Branch meeting costs. We were 

left with £2,707.50 in the kitty. 

 

April 2016 - 17 Budget 

Partially because of our low expenditure, IOSH Head Office has granted us all 

we have requested for the financial year 2016/17, namely £11,144.00. This is 

less than last year because Head Office has taken over most of the costs of the 

Tri-Branch meeting next month.  Head Office have, as always, realised the need 

for us to spend wisely to enhance the drive to increase the benefit to Branch 

members.  This we are continuing to do, hence our insistence that the Tri-

Branch meeting must be free to members and guests. The Branch Executive 

Committee and our Networks Officer and Manager are more than confident that 

our budgeted grant will cover our expenditure for 2016/17. 

 

Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Chairman’s Address (delivered by Scott Ellis in David Collins absence) 

David reported that it has been another fantastic year for the branch & IOSH. 

We have strengthened our ties with Regulators with fantastic support from 

Jackie Western who assisted in the conclusion of the eagerly awaited mock trial. 

The highlight this year for me has been the conclusion of the mock accident 

bringing to a close the mini soap, with some great acting and some not so great 

from Peter Scott, for this a special thank you to our Vice Chair, Scott Ellis for 

the tremendous amount of effort he has put into organising and facilitating the 

event,  and a thank you also to Pinsent Mason’s for scripts and personnel for, 

Guilty or not you decide.   

 

The branch itself has gone from strength to strength, with a great committee, 

committed to the IOSH cause.  The aim is to bring members back to the branch 

events and provide a varying and engaging program to support branch members. 

We have certainly achieved this. Of course starting each new season in 

September we have our legal update, this season guest speaker Steffan Groch, 

Head of Regulatory DWF and Chair of Health and Safety Lawyers Association 

provided an excellent update in September and was able to present in January 

2016 on the finalised sentencing guidelines and the impact these would have.  

 

An excellent presentation by Dr Richard Booth, Hastam on hindsight bias in 

accident investigation. However one of the most entertaining presentations I 

have seen at an IOSH branch event was David Thurston’s presentation on safety 

in the probation service, this was simply excellent.  

 

I want to also thank the entire branch committee for their support the past 

season.   

 

Other highlights this season have been improvements within IOSH, with the 

launch of the volunteer portal, launch of the competency framework and more 

recently improvements in logging CPD. We where also fortunate enough to 

have a meeting with acting IOSH CEO Cyril Barrat and put our thoughts 



forward on member added value. Also being able to host the tri partite event in 

June again free of charge to members is further testament to our views on 

members coming first. 

 

Each February sees IOSH president speak to the Branch and this years address 

was very interesting from Dr Karen McDonnell, who shares the same ethos as 

us at the Branch, that we are a member based organisation and it is about the 

members.  

 

We continue to offer support on IPD and CPD, peer review interviews and new 

members on the road to professional Safety and Health qualifications through 

our Branch EDA Joe Taylor and Peter Williams, if you need assistance please 

ask.  

 

For the Branch committee I wish to welcome new members to the committee, 

Gillian Wood and am also sad to say goodbye to the outgoing Secretary Gary 

Lindsay and Neil Lewis both have been absolute servant’s to Merseyside 

Branch with years of hard work and dedication. We wish you both well in your 

future endeavours and career and hope to se you at some branch meetings. 

  

Here’s to a safe 2016 and beyond, I look forward to seeing as many of you as 

possible at the tri partite meeting in June, Have a great summer.  

  

Kind Regards 

David Collins 

 

 

 

 



 
Secretaries Correspondence 
 
The Secretary of the Branch (Gary Lindsay) reported that a further 17 new 
members had joined the Merseyside Branch in April 2016. 
 
 

 

Election of Officers 2016 

The Election of Branch Officers took place the results were as follows 

Chair David Collins 

Vice Chair Scott Ellis 

Secretary Neil Thomas 

Treasurer Peter Williams 

Past Chair and EDA Joe Taylor 

Deputy Secretary Joanne Price 

Deputy Treasurer Dee Lysaght 

Web Co-ordinator Dave Haddon 

Committee Member Nick Wilson 

Committee Member Gary Lindsay 

New Committee member Gillian Wood 

Neil Lewis stood down from the Branch Committee 

 

 

 

 

 



Presentation of Branch certificate to Members who had recently achieved 

Chartered status at IOSH carried out by Scott Ellis (Vice Chair)  

Gillian Wood, Mark Culquhoun and David Morrell 

 

PPE Presentation by Vincent Jenkins from GVS. (Attached) 

 

 Presentation by Scott Ellis (Vice Chair) on stored water. (Attached) 

 

 

 

 

 

A.O.B 

None 

 

 

 

 

Meeting closed 


